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The ForAge project

ForAge is a European multi-lateral network with the
central aim of communicating and promoting the
experiences of learning for older people. Its goal is to
help raise standards of practice throughout Europe
and beyond.

During the last two decades there have been many
European exchanges, projects, training events,
seminars, programmes and networks concerned with
learning in later life. ForAge is designed to build upon
these rich experiences by analysing and assessing
their value and impact, sharing and disseminating
information, and creating a new network to help do this.

Background

Later-life learning can bring many different benefits for
individuals, families, communities and states in Europe
and beyond. It can help to overcome social exclusion
and isolation, and can promote older people’s mental
and physical health.

Adult education may assist in maintaining independence
and general well-being in later life and it enriches the
lives of individuals and communities.

The Forage project aims to examine the most effective
ways of realising the benefits of learning for older people
and of promoting these activities for wider numbers
of people.
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Aims
The aim of ForAge is to be a single access point for

information about later-life learning in Europe, connecting
different activities and projects.

It seeks to extend recognition of the value of learning
for older people as a means of fostering inclusion,
participation and intergenerational solidarity in European
societies.

The objective of the network is to contribute to the
international research and evidence base for later-
life learning and to increase access to innovative and
progressive ideas and practice in Europe.

Outputs

ForAge aims to promote the value of later-life learning by
creating an accessible archive and interactive database
of past projects, research findings, policy statements,
statistical evidence, and examples of best practice.
Outputs will include:

~ A ForAge web site and newsletters

~ Reports, commentaries and discussion

~ Annual conferences on later-life learning

~ Dialogue with policy makers and politicians
~ Workshops to address priority themes

~ A pan-European glossary of relevant terms
~ A source of advice and information
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Target groups

The main target groups for the ForAge project include
older people and later-life learners, volunteers and
organisations involved in lifelong learning and older
people, teachers, managers and planners of adult
education, researchers in this field, trades unions,
politicians and policy makers.

Project dates

The project runs from 1 January 2012 until 31
December 2014. The co-ordinator is the Institute of
Lifelong Learning at the University of Leicester in the
United Kingdom.

Contacts in the UK (Leicester)

John Benyon, Jim Soulsby, Pauline Swanton, Jo Leadbetter
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